CHAPTER LXII
THE PUBLIC EXPULSION OF EVILS1
SOMETIMES primitive man attempts to rid the whole com-
munity of their troubles by a general and public expulsion of
evils.    For this purpose the Kiwai of British New Guinea
hold a great fire ceremony, which they call mimia.   The men
dance in the men's house, holding branches of croton in their
hands.    At the conclusion of the dance they all hasten out by
the door, still holding the branches of croton in their hands.
In doing this they are believed to drive all sickness before
them.    They run down to the shore, and stick the branches
of croton in the beach.    The high tide afterwards covers the
branches, and sometimes drifts them away.    According to
the natives, the purpose of this ceremony is to drive away
sickness from the people and the village.   The north-west
monsoon is supposed to carry the sickness away with it to the
Torres Straits Islands, and when the news comes that a great
illness has broken out there, the Kiwais know the cause of it,
and feel glad at their own escape.2   They imagine in fact that
they have succeeded in transferring their own sicknesses to
their neighbours in the islands.
When the Lakhers of Assam hear that sickness is rife in
neighbouring villages they perform a ceremony called Tlarai-
pasi for the purpose of preventing it from entering their own
village, and of expelling it in case it should already have
effected an entrance. The ceremony is as follows: " The
inmates of each house make small bamboo baskets and fill
them with samples of every kind of food. At one end of the
1 Cf. Tke Scapegoat, pp. 109 spy.
1 G. Landtman, The Kiwai Papuans of British New Guinea, pp.  375 sf
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